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and without amendment. He under-
stands that. We understand that. He
has indicated to me now that he does
not intend to do that in the coming
days. It will probably be in a couple of
weeks. But he had previously an-
nounced that he would, at some point
in April, perhaps mid-April, the end of
April, force a reconsideration vote on
the constitutional amendment to bal-
ance the budget.

The result was because we were going
to have no opportunity to debate or to
offer an amendment, and because some
of us feel very strongly we will vote for
a constitutional amendment provided
it takes the Social Security trust funds
and sets them outside of the other Gov-
ernment revenues and protects those
trust funds. If it does that, we would
vote for an amendment. We had done
that before. There are a number of us
on this side who have done that before.
We offered it as an amendment. We
voted for it. But we will have no oppor-
tunity to do a similar thing at this
time, and my point was we would like
the Senate to express itself on that
issue.

The only way I could conceive of
doing that was to offer a sense-of-the-
Senate resolution. The sense-of-the-
Senate resolution was to say that when
a constitutional amendment to balance
the budget is brought back to the floor
of the Senate, it ought to include a
provision that removes the Social Se-
curity trust funds from the other oper-
ating revenues of the Federal Govern-
ment. We, incidentally, did that pre-
viously in an amendment that I believe
got 40 votes. If it does, I would vote for
it and I think there are probably a half
dozen or dozen other Members who
would similarly vote for it and we
would have 70 or 75 votes for a con-
stitutional amendment to balance the
budget.

Because of circumstances and be-
cause of the parliamentary situation, I
offered that as a sense-of-the-Senate
resolution. It was then second-degreed.
The Senator from Wyoming became
fairly upset about that, and I under-
stand why. He is managing a bill deal-
ing with immigration. He said, ‘‘What
does this have to do with immigra-
tion?’’

Plenty of people have offered amend-
ments that are not germane in the Sen-
ate. We do not have a germaneness
rule. They have offered them because
they felt the circumstances required
them to offer them.

The Senator from Massachusetts in-
dicated that he intends to offer an
amendment on the minimum wage, in-
creasing the minimum wage on this
piece of legislation. My expectation
would be, if there were an agreement
reached by which the Senate would be
able to agree to a vote on the minimum
wage at some point, that amendment
would go away as well. I do not intend
to press my amendment if I can reach
an agreement with the majority leader
to give us an opportunity to offer, ei-
ther a constitutional amendment to

balance the budget that protects the
Social Security trust funds, or some
other device that allows us to register
on that issue before we are forced to
vote on reconsideration.

I want to make just another point on
the Social Security issue because I
think it is so important. We are not
talking about just politics, as some
would suggest. Some say there is no
money in the Social Security trust
fund. That is going to be a big surprise
to some kid who tries to ask his father
what he has in his savings account, and
his father says you have Government
savings bonds, but there is really no
money there. That is what is in the So-
cial Security trust fund, savings bonds,
Government securities. Of course there
is money there.

The problem is continuing to do as
we have done for recent years, and that
is, instead of save the surplus that we
every year now accumulate in the So-
cial Security system, $71 billion this
year, if we instead use it as an offset
against other Government revenues we
guarantee there will be no money
available in the Social Security trust
funds when the baby boomers retire. It
is about a $700 billion issue in 10 years,
and we ought to address it. It is not un-
important. It is not politics. It might
be a nuisance for some for us to require
that it be addressed at some point or
another, but those of us who want it
addressed are not going to go away.

I guess I would say at this point that
the two issues that have been raised—
the one I have raised by the sense-of-
the-Senate resolution I think can be
resolved if the majority leader, who
was, from our last conversation yester-
day, going to be visiting with the Par-
liamentarian to see if we could find a
way to provide a method for a vote on
the approach I have suggested and we
have previously offered on the con-
stitutional amendment to balance the
budget. If that happens, I do not intend
to be continuing to press the sense-of-
the-Senate resolution that I had pre-
viously offered.

I wanted to speak in morning busi-
ness only to describe what the cir-
cumstances are on this piece of legisla-
tion. I am not here to make life more
difficult for the Senator from Wyo-
ming. I have great respect for him. I
think the legislation he has brought to
the floor has a great deal to commend
it.

Even if we do not resolve this issue
on the Social Security trust funds, I
would not intend to ask for more than
10, 15, 20 minutes debate. I am not in-
terested in holding up the bill. Under
any conditions, I am not interested in
holding up this bill.

I would agree to the shortest possible
debate time, if we are not able to re-
solve the issue in another way. But my
hope would be in the next hour or so we
might be able to resolve that issue in
another way. We would still, then, be
asking, it seems to me, based on the
discussions of Senator KENNEDY, for
some kind of commitment to allow the

Senate to proceed to deal with the
issue of the minimum wage.

I yield the floor.

f

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

f

IMMIGRATION CONTROL AND
FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY ACT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
resume consideration of S. 1664, which
the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A bill (S. 1664) to amend the Immigration

and Nationality Act to increase control over
immigration to the United States by increas-
ing border patrol and investigative personnel
and detention facilities, improving the sys-
tem used by employers to verify citizenship
or work-authorized alien status, increasing
penalties for alien smuggling and document
fraud, and reforming asylum, exclusion, and
deportation law and procedures; to reduce
the use of welfare by aliens; and for other
purposes.

The Senate resumed consideration of
the bill.

Pending:
Dorgan amendment No. 3667, to express the

sense of the Senate that a balanced budget
constitutional amendment should protect
the Social Security system by excluding the
receipts and outlays of the Social Security
trust funds from the budget.

Simpson amendment No. 3669, to prohibit
foreign students on F–1 visas from obtaining
free public elementary or secondary edu-
cation.

Simpson amendment No. 3670, to establish
a pilot program to collect information relat-
ing to nonimmigrant foreign students.

Simpson amendment No. 3671, to create
new ground of exclusion and of deportation
for falsely claiming U.S. citizenship.

Simpson amendment No. 3672 (to amend-
ment No. 3667), in the nature of a substitute.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming.

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. President, just a
prefatory remark, with regard to my
friend from North Dakota.

I enjoy working with the Senator
from North Dakota. We are near neigh-
bors in that part of the world. I can un-
derstand the depth of his very honest
conviction about Social Security and
the balanced budget. It is not an opin-
ion I share, because I feel that the So-
cial Security System is going to go
broke, whether you have it on budget,
off budget, hanging from space or com-
ing out of the Earth. It is going to go
broke in the year 2029. It is going to
start its huge swan song in 2012, and
the reason we know that is because the
trustees of the system are telling us
that. So I understand completely.

He is sincere in what he is doing. He
is a believer in that cause and he is
persistent, dogged, and I know that
very well. So, in that situation we will
just see how it all plays out.

AMENDMENT NO. 3669

Mr. SIMPSON. So the status of the
floor is that the bill is now reported.
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